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Dear Speaker Pelosi, Senator Boxer and Senator Feinstein,

Dealing with taxes and entitlements is reputed to be the “third rail” of politics and, indeed, such bravery on your part could be dangerous. However, our country’s unsustainable fiscal path cries for constructive activity that honestly addresses the issue.

We understand this political challenge and wish to assist you and others in Congress in arriving at workable and meaningful solutions. Currently (and somewhat understandably) we don't see any initiative or support for practical suggestions to provide workable, bipartisan solutions.

Although this is a political problem, from the point of view of our country and its future, it is quite simply a matter of arithmetic. The income/expense numbers do not add up. We appear to be unable to pay for the promises of past years.

It appears on the surface that we must either reform entitlements, cut expenses or raise taxes or, more likely, do a combination of all the alternatives.   

We wish to support you in the difficult decisions that must be made.

To that end, with the Concord Coalition sponsorship, a San Francisco Fiscal Advisory Council has been formed. Those politically diverse citizens who will serve on the Council hope to develop and recommend some critically needed, possible and workable solutions to help you and others in this process. We believe voters can understand and support tough policy choices in order to pave the way for a better future.

At the same time, we request and support legislation to create a bipartisan Commission composed of elected officeholders, academics and experts. 

This is a topic that has been circulating in Washington for some time. We think any commission needs to be truly bipartisan, otherwise it will be a waste of both time and money. It must have a broad mandate to examine all aspects of fiscal policy. There cannot be pre-conditions set by either side of the discussion. The public must be engaged in these discussions. Armed with facts and given the opportunity, we genuinely believe Americans can have an honest discussion and will be willing to set priorities and make hard choices. Such a Commission should be chaired (or co-chaired) by a recognized national leader, accept input from all sources, examine and review all the issues and solutions, and come up with recommendations. 

This Commission must be endowed by Congress with such stature that their recommendations will be viewed as legitimate both in Washington and outside it. The Commission’s recommendations should have an up or down Congressional vote with a limited opportunity for amendment. 

Finally, we would like you to be aware that we are dedicated in whatever way we can to helping you, as our representatives, and others to craft legislation which will lead to constructive resolution, item by item.  

We welcome your comments.
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